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policy that in tlie meanwhile the antagonism of Vienna and
Petersburg has assumed an angrier and more durable
character."

We find Bismarck consistently addressing Manteufifel in
this sense, and not without success : " It has rejoiced my
heart," he wrote on Dec. 19, " that your Excellency should
have answered the questions about our accession to the
Treaty (Austria and the Western Powers) and our so-called
isolation with cold dignity and without emfressement. As
long as we shall continue to manifest unaffected fearlessness
people will respect us and be careful not to menace us. If
it were only possible to let Austria know that our patience
and brotherly love are not inexhaustible, and that we have
not forgotten the road to Moravia, I feel convinced that her
fear of us would do more to further the cause of peace than
her reliance upon our support actually does."

In view of the Convention above referred to, and of
Austria's manifestly warlike disposition, Russia appeared in-
clined to give way, and Prince Gortchakoff, her Plenipoten-
tiary Extraordinary in Vienna, announced that she would
accept, as bases of negotiation, the four points of the
Western Powers' declaration of July 22. The interrupted
Conference again assembled, but without result, as the
Russians did not really mean peace. Prussia drew nearer
to Russia, and the Bamberg League adhered to her policy of
neutrality, as a counterbalance to Austria's bellicose pro-
jects. When Russia collected an army in Volhynia where-
with to threaten Vienna, Austria applied (Dec. 24) to the
Federal Diet for the immediate mobilization of the Federal
Contingent, demanding that the troops of the 7th and loth
Array Corps should be attached to similar corps of the two
Great Powers. But the Central States would only consent
to preparations which were far from being a real display ol